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ARDSLEY: Of course. I remember. Best thing in the world

for them.  Happiest time in their lives.    [The two gtrh

go out. ARDSLEY catches sight of a ladies'* paper and takes

I knew it.

[He gives a complacent smile at his own perspicacity.  The
door opens and COLLIE comes in.   ARDSLEY at the
sight of him assumes Ms professional j//.] How d'you
do?
COLLIE: You weren't in when I turned up at the office just

now.
ARDSLEY: No.   I've got someone waiting that I thought

you'd better not meet, and I wanted to see you before I

saw Mm. So I came through my private door.
COLLIE: I'm just as glad. I'm not used to solicitors5 offices

and I'm always rather intimidated.
ARDSLEY: I'm afraid Fve got something very serious to say

to you.

COLLIE: Oh, Lord.
ARDSLEY: In the three years you've been here weVe seen a

good deal of you. We all liked you.
COLLIE: It's been a snip for me having this house to come to.

Except for all of you I should have had a pretty thin

time,
ARDSLEY: I'm sure you'll realise that it's not very pleasant

for me to find myself in my present position.
COLLIE: I suppose that means the game's up. Fve made a

damned good fight for it. Have I got to file my petition?
ARDSLEY: The bank wrote to you last month telling you

that you were overdrawn and that they wouldn't cash

any further cheques you drew until your account was put

in order.
COLLIE: Yes.
ARDSLEY:   And after that you gave several post-dated

cheques in payment of various accounts.